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Everything. Think about this:

· If you want food, you buy it from a supermarket chain. They buy the food from agriculture corporations.


· If you want clothing, you buy it from a clothing store or department store.


· If you want a CD or DVD, you buy it from a music chain.


· If you want an airline ticket, you buy it from an airline, or perhaps a travel agent.


· If you want a hammer or can of paint, you buy it from a hardware store.


· If you want a computer, you buy it from a computer company (like Dell or IBM).


· If you want a house built, you buy it from a construction company, who will build it.


· If you want an apartment, you rent it from a landlord.


· And, of course, if you want a job, you'll likely be forced to turn to a company for employment, giving this company complete control over almost every aspect your existence. Dissatisfied with your job or workplace? Changing companies means little, since they all operate in essentially the same way; you're just trading one master for another.
Have you ever thought about who owns the supermarkets, food growers, department stores, music chains, airlines, hardware stores, computer companies, construction firms, and in fact every company?

Independent stores do exist, but we increasingly buy things from large chain stores; “mom and pop” capitalism, i.e. very small-scale and family-oriented business, is quickly disappearing, especially in “advanced” countries such as the United States. In our 21st century hyper-capitalism, the real control in our society comes from corporations, often huge, often having many divisions or even subsidiaries, and increasingly multinational (i.e. global) in scope.

The actual powerholders in these corporations are their owners; we call them as a group the “ruling class.” These are the people making decisions every day that are absolutely crucial to our lives, we in the “working class.” Their decisions, however, are generally not based on morality, love, compassion, religious belief, spiritual values, community, solidarity with the rest of humanity, or even citizenship or loyalty to their home country. No, in fact, the decisions of the owners in the ruling class are actually based on nothing more than considerations of profit, on what will make them the most money. And this is true whether these corporate owners are Republican or Democrat (or Libertarian, like Ron Paul).
The differences between these political parties is inconsequential because they all believe in the current system of capitalism, yet it’s this system, itself, capitalism, that is the problem and that must therefore be replaced. Believe it or not, people such as Barack Obama, Jesse Jackson, and Hillary Clinton hold the same basic belief in capitalism as does George Bush, Bill O’Reilly, Ronald Reagan, or Richard Nixon. Democrats generally wish to put a more “human” face on capitalism, meaning they wish to soften its harsh edges by advocating such things as higher wages or better health-care (we call these piecemeal improvements “reforms”), but these changes, though positive, are almost always far too late and far too little—when they occur at all. And these small changes often don’t last, anyway, they're impermanent, because the next Republican administration in power can—and often does—reverse them. So, the only real solution to our problems is to work together to change the system, itself.
Unfortunately, most of us know next to nothing about capitalism, especially how it works. That’s why we’re not aware of how gravely it’s harming us. However, many famous writers, thinkers, and philosophers are aware, and have tried to tell us through their books and speeches; people like Noam Chomsky, Erich Fromm, and Karl Marx. Believe it or not, even Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. began to realize near the end of his life what the real problem was, and began advocating a transition away from capitalism, toward a Cooperative System.
THE GOOD NEWS IS we can organize our society differently, into a COOPERATIVE system. The overwhelming majority of people in this world are workers, not owners: in a Cooperative system, we, the majority of people, would control the economy, and operate it to serve our interests—not corporate or “company” interests (or the interests of the ruling party or group)! In other words, not the interests of the tiny group of business owner(s). In a Cooperative system, we would produce goods and services to provide for our needs and wants, not to make profit for owners. Profit creates many kinds of problems; the biggest is that for profit to stay high, the costs of running a business must be kept low. But the biggest cost is LABOR!  That means workers…people…US!
To maintain a high profit, the company must spend as little money on us as possible, for things like: Salary. Health plan. Sick days. Pregnancy. Vacation.  Yet, the company must also try and get as much work out of us as possible!  You know what this sort of social arrangement is called?  

Slavery!

In a Cooperative system, we would not operate the economy to produce profit for this small group of owners—we would operate the economy for better, saner, reasons, to:  (1.) Provide the goods and services we all need, for ourselves and each other, without consideration of “profit,” or colored pieces of paper called “money.” (2.) Work every day at a job that we truly and deeply enjoy, that truly reflects who we are, since we were able to choose our work on this basis, instead of seeking jobs or careers just because they happen to be “in demand” at a particular time, (3.) Feel an important satisfaction knowing we are making a contribution to our community and our society.

Since there is no such thing as “profit” in a cooperative system, there is no need to keep costs low to keep profit high. This means that none of the problems listed above could ever occur; remember, all those problems are based on the corporate need to keep costs low, so profits remain high. But with a new Cooperative economic arrangement, there is no such thing as “profit,” anymore. This means no more fear and slavery. This allows for love, community, and well-being to appear, as we work cooperatively to provide for ourselves, and as we share freely in the abundance we have cooperatively created!

A Cooperative system will aspire to operate according to this principal: "From each according to his ability, to each according to his need." Thus, as we work together cooperatively to provide for ourselves and each other, instead of to “sell” things, for the purpose of accumulating “money” and “profit,” all goods and services will, of course, be free. Colored pieces of paper (“money”) are no longer required. Life will become far simpler than it could ever be now!  And needless to say—far happier!

The “Cooperative Program” is democratic and peaceful. It is based on Article V of the United States constitution, which provides for a legal change of government. It represents an entirely new way of living, working, and relating to other people—a new approach, never tried before, anywhere in the world. Each nation must find its own peaceful and democratic way to effect this large-scale social change.
Please learn more, free and without obligation, at the web address, below.  Do it for yourself, but do it especially for your children, and their children, so they will not have to suffer unnecessarily under a system where profit and money is deemed more important than people.

Please visit the web site below right now while you're thinking about it. Thanks!
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